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INTRODUCTION

Pilgrim’s Progress is one of the most famous and best loved books in the world. It is as
helpful to the Christian today as when John Bunyan wrote it nearly three hundred years ago.

This book does not belong to any particular time or place. It is a picture of the experiences of
Christians of all time and in every country. The story tells of the difficulties and joys that Christian
has as he travels from the City of Destruction (this world) to the Celestial City (heaven). We share
Pilgrim’s trouble as he struggles through the Slough of Despond with his heavy burden of sinfulness.
We rejoice with him in his freedom when the burden rolls off at the cross. We tremble with him
through the Valley of the Shadow of Death and when he is in the power of the wicked giant Despair.
We hope with him as he sees the Celestial City and rejoice when he has finally crossed the river and
entered the beautiful city.

The author, John Bunyan, was born in the village of Elstow in England in 1628. His father
was a poor tinker and John followed the same trade.

After he was married in 1649, his wife talked to him about religious things. He had a deep
conviction of his own sinfulness and his spiritual struggle lasted over four years. Through his wife’s
help he came to a sure faith in the Saviour.

In 1660 he was arrested for preaching without a license. Even after he had been warned, he
continued to preach. He was arrested again in 1661, and was kept in prison in Bedford.

He was freed in 1672 when the ministers of all faiths were again allowed to preach. But again
laws were made against the nonconformists and he was put in prison for another six months in the
gaol (jajl) on Bedford Bridge. There he wrote his famous Pilgrim’s Progress.

Pilgrim’s Progress has been translated into more languages than any other book except the
Bible. This shortened edit on is written in modern English so that the reader of today can easily

follow the story and receive the most blessing from it.
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PILGRIM’S PROGRESS

Pilgrim leaves the City of Destruction

As I walked through the wilderness of this world, I came to a cave and lay down to sleep. In
my dream | saw a man in ragged clothes holding a Book in his hand. On his back was a great burden,
a very heavy load (Psalm 38:4). As he read the Book he trembled and cried, “What shall I do?” (Acts
16:30).

When he went home he was even more troubled. He said to his wife and children, “I am very
troubled because I have read in a book that our city will certainly be burnt with fire from heaven. We
shall all perish unless we find a way of escape.”

His family told him to go to bed because they were afraid that he was sick. He did not sleep
but he spent the night crying and sighing. In the morning he only felt worse. He tried to talk to them
again, but they answered him rudely. Sometimes they laughed at him and sometimes they did not take
any notice of him.

Therefore he began to walk alone in the field. Sometimes he prayed and sometimes he read.
While reading in his Book he was greatly troubled and called out, “What must I do to be saved?” He

looked this way and that way as though he wanted to run, but he could not tell which way to go.

Pilgrim Meets Evangelist

Then I saw a man named Evangelist coming, who asked him, “Why do you cry?”

He answered, “Sir, by reading my Book I have come to know that I must die and after that |
must come to judgment and I am not ready for that.” (Hebrews 9:27)

Then said Evangelist, “Why are you not willing to die since there are so many evils in this
life?”

The man answered, “Because I fear that the burden on my back will make me sink lower than
the grave. And, sir, [ am not fit to go to judgment and death.”

Then Evangelist said, “If this is your condition, why do you stand still?”

He answered, “Because I do not know where to go.”
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Then Evangelist gave him a roll of paper. On it was written, “Flee from the wrath to come”
(Matthew 3:7). After he had read it the man looked at Evangelist very carefully and said, “Where
shall T go?”

Then Evangelist pointed with his finger over a very wide field and said, “Do you see the
small narrow gate over there?” (Matthew 7:13-14) The man was not able to see the gate but he
thought that he could see a shining light (Psalm 119:105).

Then Evangelist said, “Keep your eye on that light and go straight toward it and you will see
the gate. When you knock, someone will tell you what to do.”

So I saw that the man began to run. His wife and children began to call after him to come
back (Luke 14:26). But the man put his fingers in his ears and ran on crying, “Life! Life! Eternal

Life!”

Obstinate and Pliable Follow Him

As his neighbors watched him, some laughed at him and others tried to make him afraid.
Some called after him to return. Among these were two who were determined to bring him back by
force. Their names were Obstinate and Pliable.

The man had gone a good distance before Obstinate and Pliable overtook him. He asked
them, “Why have you come?”

They answered, “To persuade you to go back with us!”

That cannot be, “the man said. “You are living in the City of Destruction where I was born.
You will die there and sink lower the grave into a place that burns with fire and brimstone. Come,
good neighbors, and go along with me”

“What,” said Obstinate, “and leave all our friends and our comfort behind us?”

“Yes.” said Christian (for that was his name), because all of that in not worth a little of what I
am seeking to enjoy.” (1 Corinthians 4:18)

“What are the things you seek since you are leaving all the world behind to find them?”

“I seek a treasure that will not decay or tarnish and fade away (1 Peter 1:4). It is laid up in
heaven. It is safe there and is ready to be given at the appointed time to them that earnestly seek it.
You can read it in my book.”

“Bosh!” said Obstinate. “Away with your book. Will you come back with us or not?”

32



“No, I will not turn back.”

Obstinate turned to Pliable. “Come, let us go home without this foolish man.”

“Don’t laugh at him,” said Pliable. “If this Book is true he will be better off than we. I think I
shall go with him.” Turning to Christian he said, “Do you know the way?”’

“Yes, Evangelist told me to run to the small gate. There a man will tell me what to do.”

When Obstinate had turned back and left them, Pliable and Christian talked together as they
walked over the plain.

“Now, Christian, tell me more about how things are where we are going,” said Pliable.

“It is easier for me to think of them than to speak of them. But since you want to know, I will
read about them in my Book.”

“Do you think that the words of your Book are really true?”

“Yes, certainly,” said Christian, “for it is made by Him who cannot lie. (Titus 1:2)

“Very true. What things are they?” asked Pliable.

“There is an endless kingdom and eternal life to be given to us so that we can live in that
kingdom forever.” (John 10:27-29)

“And what else?”

“There are crowns of glory for us and garments that will make us shine like the sun” (2
Timothy 4:8, Matt. 13:34)

“This is excellent; and what else?” asked Pliable.

“There will be no more crying nor sorrow, for he that owns the place will wipe all tears from
our eyes,” replied Christian (Revelation 7:16, 17; 21:14)

“But how can we enjoy all these things?”

“The Lord, the Governor of the country, has written that in this Book (Isaiah 55:1, 2). If we
are truly willing to receive Him, He will give it to us freely.”

“Well, my good Christian, I am glad to hear of these things,” said Pliable, “but let us hurry
on.”

“But I cannot go as fast as [ want to because I have this burden on my back,” said Christian.
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The Slough of Despond

Now I saw in my dream that they came to a very muddy swamp or slough in the middle of
the plain. Because they were not watching the road, they both suddenly fell into the mud. The name
of the swamp was the Slough of Despond. They struggled for a while and became covered with dirt.
Christian began to sink in to the mud because of the burden he carried on his back.

Pliable became angry and said, “Is this the happiness you have been telling me of? If we have
such trouble at the beginning, what may we expect before we finish our journey? If I get out alive,
you may go on alone.” Then Pliable struggled very hard and got out of the mud on the side of the
swamp that was next to his own house. Away he went and Christian did not see him any more (1 John
2:19)

Christian was now left in the Slough of Despond alone. He kept on struggling to get to the
side of the swamp that was nearest the small gate. But he could not get out because of the burden that

was on his back.

Help comes to Christian

But [ saw in my dream that a man called Help came to him and asked him what he was doing
there.

Christian replied, “Sir, I was told to go this way by a man called Evangelist. He told me to go
to the gate over there so that I might escape. As I was going there I fell in here.”

“But why were you not more careful?” asked Help.

“I was so afraid that [ was in a hurry and fell in.”

Then Help said, “Give me your hand,” and he pulled him out and told him to go on his way

(Psalm 40:2)

Christian Goes to the Village of Morality Meets Mr. Worldly Wiseman

Now as Christian was walking all alone, he saw someone coming over the field to meet him.
The man’s name was Mr. Worldly Wiseman. He lived in the town of Carnal Policy. This was a very
big town near where Christian had come from. The man had already heard about Christian.

“Where are you going with that burden?” asked Mr. Worldly Wiseman.
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“I am going to the gate over there,” replied Christian. “I have been told that there I will lose
my heavy burden.”

“Will you listen if I give you some advice?”

“If it is good advice I will,” said Christian, “because I do need some help.”

“I will advise you to get the burden off your back quickly. You will never be settled in your
mind until then. Neither can you enjoy the blessings God has given you,” said Mr. Worldly Wiseman.

“That is what I am looking for. But I cannot get this burden off by myself, and there is no
man in our country that can take it off my shoulders, so I am going this way, as I told you, to get rid
of my burden.”

“Who told you to go this way?”

“A man named Evangelist.”

“But he has not given you good advice.” said Mr. Worldly Wiseman. “You will find it is a
very dangerous and troublesome road. I see you have already been in trouble. The dirt of the Slough
of Despond is on you. That swamp is only the beginning of your troubles. You will meet weariness
and pain, hunger, danger, nakedness, lions, darkness and death. Why should a man be so careless that
he will throw himself away by listening to a stranger?”

“But this burden on my back is more terrible to me than all the things that you have
mentioned,” said Christian. “I do not care what I meet on the way if only I can be delivered from my
burden.”

“How did you get your burden?”

“By reading this Book I have in my hand.”

“I thought so,” complained Mr. Worldly Wiseman. “The same thing has happened to other
weak men. But why do you try to be free from your burden in this way which is full of so many
dangers. If you would listen to me I could show you how to get what you want without any dangers.
Instead you would find safety, friendship and satisfaction.”

“Please tell me how I can find these,” begged Christian.

“In the Village of Morality there lives a man called Legality,” said Mr. Worldly Wiseman.
“He can help men take such burdens off their shoulders. I know he has done a lot of good in this way.

His house is not far and you can go there to be free from your burden. If you do not want to go back
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to your old home, you can send for your wife and children. There are empty houses there and rent and
food are cheap. Your life will be happier because you will live near honest neighbors. See, that is the

way, past the hill over there.”

On the Wrong Path

Christian did not know what to do. But then he thought that if this were true, he should
follow the man’s advice. So Christian turned out of his way to go to Mr. Legality’ s house for help.
But when he got near the hill that he must pass, he was afraid to go on. The hill looked very high and
the rocks hung out very far over the road. Christian was afraid that they would fall on his head. His
burden seemed heavier than ever. Flashes of fire came out of the hill, and Christian feared that he
would be burnt up (Exodus 19:16, 18). He was very much afraid and began to be sorry that he had
taken Mr. Worldly Wiseman’s advice.

Then he saw Evangelist coming to meet him and he began to feel very ashamed. “What are
you doing here, Christian?”” asked Evangelist. But poor Christian had nothing to say. “Are you not the
man I found crying outside the City of Destruction.”

“Yes, I am the man.”

“And did I not show you the way to the small narrow gate? Why have you turned aside so
soon? You are now out of the way.

Then Christian said, “I met a man who told me that in the village I could find a man who
would take off my burden. But when I came to this place and saw things as they are, I stopped
because I was afraid of the danger. Now I do not know what to do.”

“Stand still,” said Evangelist, “and I will show you the words of God.” While Christian stood
trembling, Evangelist read, “See that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if they did not
escape when they refused Him who warned them on earth, much less shall we escape if we reject Him
who warns from heaven (Hebrews 12:25).”

“Now the just shall live by faith; but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in
him” (Hebrews 10:38). And he said, “You are the man who is running into trouble. You have begun
to reject the advice of the Most High and to draw back from the way of peace.”

Then Christian fell down at his feet crying, “Woe is me, for I am undone!”
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When Evangelist saw this, he caught him by the hand saying, “All manner of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men (Matthew 12:31). Be not faithless, but believing” (John 20:27).
Then Christian began to feel a little better and Evangelist continued, “Listen to what I will tell you.
The man who deceived you is called Worldly Wiseman because he follows only the teachings of this
world (1 John 4:5). He loves that teaching because it saves him from the cross (Galatians 6:12). Now
there are three things in this man’s advice that you must hate and turn away from.”

First: he turned you from the right way and you listened to him. The Lord says, “The gate is
narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few” (Matthew 7:14).

“Second: he tried to turn you from the cross, even though you cannot have life without it.

The King of Glory has told you that he who will save his life shall lose it (John 12:25).”

Mr. Legality

“Third: he led you into the way that leads to death. He was sending you to Mr. Legality and
he could never deliver you from your burden. You cannot be cleared by the works of the law; for by
the deeds of the law no man living can be free of his burden” (Romans 3:20)

After this Evangelist called to the heavens to show that he had spoken the truth. Fire came
out of the mountain and they heard the words, “For all who rely on the works of the law are under a
curse! For it is written, Cursed is every one who dose not abide by all things written in the law, and
do them.” (Galatians 3:10)

Christian was crying bitterly and was very ashamed that he had left the right way. “Do you
think there is any hope for me?” he said. “May I go back and go up to that small gate? I am sorry I
listened to this man, but will my sin be forgiven?”

“Your sin is very great,” said Evangelist, “yet the man at the gate will receive you. Only be
careful that you do not leave the way again.” Then Evangelist smiled and kissed him as he said

goodbye.

Christian Enters in at the Gate.

Christian hurried on his way. He did not even speak to anyone along the way until he reached

the gate. Over the gate were written the words, “Knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Matthew
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7:7). So he knocked several times. At last a serious but kindly man named Goodwill came to the gate
and asked him who he was, where he had come from and what he wanted.

“I am a poor burdened sinner,” said Christian. “I have come from the City of Destruction. I
am going to Mount Zion so that I may be delivered from the wrath to come. I have been told that this
is the way. Are you willing to let me come in?”

Goodwill opened the gate saying, “Certainly, with all my heart.”

But when Christian was stepping in, he gave him a pull. “What does that mean?” asked
Christian. Goodwill told him that a little way from the gate was a strong castle. From there Satan and
his helpers tried to shoot arrows at those who came to the gate. He wanted to kill them before they
could enter.

When he was inside, the man of the gate asked him about his journey and Christian told him
all that had happened to him. He ended by saying, “Oh, how good you are to me to let me come in
here.”

“We do not refuse anyone,” said Goodwill, “no matter what they have done before they
come. “They are in no wise cast out” (John 6:37). So come with me and I will show you the way by
which you must go. Look ahead. Do you see this narrow way? It is straight as one can make it. This is
the way you must go.”

“But,” said Christian, “are there no curves or bends in the road that would make a stranger
lose his way?”

“There are many roads leading off from this one, but they are crooked and wide. In this way
you can tell the right from the wrong. Only the right road is straight and narrow.”

Then Christian asked if he could not help him take off the burden from his back. But he told
him to be satisfied to bear it until he came to the place where it would fall from his back by itself.

Then Christian prepared to go on. Goodwill told him that when he had gone some distance,
he would come to the house of the Interpreter. There he should knock on the door and he would be

shown some wonderful things.

The House of the Interpreter

After saying goodbye to his fried, Christian went on until he came to the house of the

Interpreter. He knocked several times. At last someone came to the door and asked who was there. “I
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am a traveler,” said Christian. “May I speak to the master of the house?” When the man came.

Christian asked him to show some of the wonderful things that would help him on his journey.

The Dusty Room

When the Interpreter had brought Christian inside, he led him into a large room. The room
was full of dust because it was never it was never swept. The Interpreter called a man to sweep, but
they could hardly breathe because of the dust. Then the Interpreter told a girl who stood near by to
sprinkle the room with water. Then it was easy to sweep without raising any dust.

“What does this mean?”” asked Christian.

The Interpreter answered, “The room is the heart of man. The dirt is his sinful nature and evil
heart that make the whole man unclean. The man who began to sweep at first is the law, but the girl
who brought the water is the Gospel. As the man could not clean the room because he only stirred up
the dust, so the Law can only show up sin in the heart, but it has no power to make it clean (Romans

7:4)” But as the water dept down the dust, so by the power of the of the Gospel, sin is overcome.”

Passion and Patience

Again in my dream I saw that the Interpreter led him into a little room where two children
were sitting. The one named Patience seemed to be happy and contented, but the one named Passion
was not at all satisfied. The Interpreter explained that someone had promised them that they would
receive gifts at the beginning of the next year. Patience was willing to wait, but Passion wanted to
have all of his share now.

Then I saw someone bring Passion a bag full of treasure. This made him very happy, and he
laughed at Patience for being willing to wait. But after short time it was all gone and he had nothing
but rags.

The Interpreter said to Christian, “Passion is like the men who care for this world. Patience is
like those who care for the world to come. The men of the world want to enjoy the good things of this
world now. They cannot wait until the next world. They believe that, ‘A bird in the hand is worth two
in the bush’ much more than they believe what the Bible says about the good of the world to come.
You saw how quickly he spent all and had nothing left. So will it be with such men at the end of this

world.”
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Then Christian said “Now I see that Patience is the wisest because he waits for the best
things, and he will enjoy his when the other has nothing.”

“Yes, and what is more, the glory of the next world will never wear out. Passion really had
no reason to laugh at Patience, because now Patience has his best things last.”

“Then I see,” said Christian, “that it is best not to want things that are now, but to wait for
things to come.”

“Yes,” said the Interpreter, “For the things that are seen last for only a short time, but the

things that are not seen last forever” (2 Corinthians 4:18).

The Fire of Grace

Then I saw that the Interpreter took Christian by the hand and showed him a fire burning
against a wall. A man was trying to put out the fire by pouring water on it. But no matter how much
water he put on it, the fire only burned higher and hotter. They understood the reason for this when
they looked on the other side of the wall. There was a Man with a bottle of oil that He kept on
pouring on the fire to keep it burning brightly. “What does this mean?”” asked Christian.

The Interpreter answered, “This is Christ, Who by His grace always keeps up the work
already begun in the heart. So that no matter what the Devil can do, the souls of His people remain
full of grace (2 Corinthians 12:9). The Man standing behind the wall teaches us that it is hard for

those who are tempted to see how this work of grace is carried in the soul.”

The Dream of the Day of Judgment

After that the Interpreter led Christian into a room where a man was just getting out of bed.
As he put on his clothes he shook and trembled and said, “In my sleep I dreamed that the heaven
became very black. The thunder and lightning made me very much afraid. I heard a great sound of a
trumpet and saw a Man sitting upon a cloud. Around Him were thousands of heavenly beings in
flaming fire (2 Thessalonians 1:8-10). Then I heard a loud voice saying, “Arise ye dead, and come to
judgment! Then the rocks split, the graves opened, and the dead came forth. Some tried to hide
themselves under the mountains. I also tried to hide myself, but I could not because the Man that sat
on the cloud still kept His eyes on me. My sin also came into my mind and my heart told me was

guilty (Romans 2:15-16). Then I woke up.”
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“Why were you so frightened?” asked Christian.

“Because 1 thought the day of Judgment has come and I was not ready for it,” the man
replied.

As he said goodbye, the Interpreter told Christian to remember these things. And he went on

his way again.

Christian Comes to the Cross; He is Freed From His Burden

The road that Christian followed was called Salvation and on each side there was a wall. He
tried to run but it was hard because of the load on his back.

He hurried on until he came to a hill where a cross stood. At the bottom of the hill was a
tomb. So I saw in my dream that just as Christian came to the cross, his burden came loose from his
shoulders. It fell from his back and rolled to the bottom of the hill. There it fell into the tomb and I
could not see it any more.

Then Christian was happy to be free from his burden and he said with a joyful heart, “He has
given me rest by His death.” Then he stood still a while to look and wonder. He was very surprised
that by looking at the cross he should be freed from his burden.

As he stood there looking and weeping, three persons came to him. Each one had on shining
white garments. They greeted him and the first one said, “Your sins are forgiven” (Mark 2:5). The
second one took off Christian’s ragged clothes and gave him a new robe (Zechariah 3:4). The third
one put a mark on his forehead (Ephesians 1:13) and gave him a Roll of paper with a seal on it. He
told Christian that he should look at it on his way. Then he should show it at the heavenly gate when
he reached the Celestial City. The shining ones went away, but Christian jumped up and down for

joy. As he went on his way he sang.

Simple, Sloth and Presumption

I saw then in my dream that as Christian travelled on, he came upon three men, they were
fast asleep at the side of the road, and he saw that their feet were bound together with bands of iron.
Their names were Simple, Sloth and Presumption. Christian tried to wake them up so that he could
help to free them. He told them that if the one who goes about as roaring lion should come by, he

would certainly eat them up (1 Peter 5:8).

41



At that they looked at him and Simple said, “I see no danger.” Sloth said, “Let me sleep a
little longer,” and Presumption said, “Let everyone mind his own business.” And so they lay down to
sleep again and Christian went on his way. But it troubled him to think that men who were in such

danger did not want the help that he had offered them.

Formalist and Hypocrisy

As Christian was thinking about these things he saw two men, called Formalist and
Hypocrisy, climbing over the wall. As they came near, Christian asked them where they had come
from and where they were going. “We were born in the land of Vain Glory and are going to Mount
Zion,” they replied.

“Why didn’t you come in at the gate that stands at the beginning of the way?” asked
Christian. “Don’t you know that it is written, ‘He who does not come in at the door, but climbs up
some other way, is a thief and a robber?”” (John 10:1)”

They replied, “It was too far for us to go around by the gate; so men from our town use a
short cut and climb over the wall just as we have done.”

“But surely we sin against the Lord if we do not follow the way that He has shown us,” said
Christian.

They told him that he did not need to worry himself about that. The thing that they had done
been the custom for more that a thousand years. And anyway, as long as they were in the way, what
did it matter how they got in. How was he any better off than they were?

Christian replied, “I walk by the rule of my Master, but you walk by the rude working of
your own desires. You are counted as thieves already by the Lord of the way: so I doubt that you will
be true men at the end of the way. You came in yourselves without His direction, and you will go out
by yourselves without His mercy.”

“But we can keep the laws as well as you can,” they said. “We do not see where you are
different from us except for the coat that is on your back. We suppose it was given to you by some
friend to hide your shame.”

“By keeping the laws you will not be saved,” said Christian, “because you did not come in by
the door (Galatians 2:16). Yes, this coat was given to me by the kindness of the Lord of the place

where I am going because I had nothing but rags before. And it comforts me to think that when I get
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to the gate of the city, the Lord will know me because I am wearing the coat that He gave me. I also
have a mark on my forehead. Perhaps you did not see it. And they gave me a Roll of paper to comfort
me and to give in at the heavenly gate.”

They did not answer him but only looked at each other and laughed. Then I saw that

Christian went on ahead of them reading from his Roll.

Christian Climbs the Difficult Hill

They all went on until they came to the foot of a hill called Difficulty. Here there were two
roads apart from the one that came straight from the gate. One turned to the right and the other to the
left at the bottom of the hill, but the narrow way went right up the hill. Christian took a refreshing
drink from the spring of cool water (Isaiah 49:10) that he saw near the bottom of the hill, and then he
started up the difficult path.

When the other two reached the hill, they saw how steep and difficult the way was; so they
decided to take the smooth easy ways that led around the hill. They were sure that they would meet
Christian again on the other side of the mountain. One took the way called Danger that led him into a
thick forest. The other took the way to Destruction that led him into a wide field full of dark
mountains. There he stumbled and fell and could not get up again.

Then I looked to see how Christian would go up the hill. Very soon he stopped running and
began walking. But then it became even too difficult to walk. He began climbing on his hands and
knees because it was so steep.

Now about half way up the hill was a resting place. The Lord of the hill made it so that tired
travelers could rest. As Christian sat down to rest he pulled out his Roll and read words of comfort. It
was so comfortable there that he soon fell fast asleep. It was nearly dark when Christian suddenly

woke up. He hurried as fast as he could up the hill.

Timorous and Mistrust

When he reached the top, he saw two men running to meet him. “What is the matter?” asked
Christian. “You are running the wrong way.”
One of them, named Timorous, answered that they were on the way to the City of Zion. But

the farther they went the more danger they met, so they were going back again. “Yes,” said Mistrust,
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“just before us in the way were two fierce lions, and we were sure that if we came near them, they
would surely tear us to pieces.”

Then said Christian, “You make me afraid, but where can I go to be safe?” If I go back to my
own country I will certainly perish there. But if I can reach the heavenly or Celestial City I will be
safe. I must travel on. If I go back, there is nothing but death. If I go forward there is the fear of death,
but beyond it is everlasting life. I will go forward.”

So Mistrust and Timorous ran down the hill and Christian went on his way. Thinking again
of what the men told him, he looked for his Roll. But he could not find it. He was very troubled and
did not know what to do. Then he thought of how he fallen asleep on the way up the hill. He fell
down on his knees and asked God to forgive him for acting so foolishly (1 Thessalonians 5:6-8). Then
he went back to look for his Roll. All the way back he was full of sorrow. He kept looking carefully
along the road for the Roll that had been his comfort so many times on his journey.

When he reached the shady place he sat down and wept for while. Looking down he saw the
Roll and quickly picked it up. How happy he was. He thanked God for showing him where it was.
With joy and tears he began his journey again. How quickly he went up the rest of the hill, but before
he got to the top the sun had gone down; now he remembered how Mistrust and Timorous had been
afraid of the lions. He thought of how these beasts wander about at night. If he should meet them in

the dark, he wondered how he could escape being torn in pieces.

Christian Reaches the Palace Beautiful

With these unhappy thoughts in his mind, he looked up. He saw ahead of him a very fine
palace called Beautiful. So I saw in my dream that he hurried on hoping that he could spend the night
there. But before he had gone very far, he entered a narrow passage, and he saw two lions in the way.
He was afraid (for he could not see that they were chained). He thought of going back just as Mistrust
and Timorous had done; for he thought that he would surely die. But the Doorkeeper, whose name
was Watchful, saw him stop as though he would go back. He cried to him, saying, “Is your strength
so small? (Mark 4:40). Do not fear the lions, because they are chained. They are placed there to try
those who have faith and to find out those who have none. Keep in the middle of the path and you

will not be hurt.”
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Then I saw that he went on trembling for fear of the lions. But he followed the directions of
the Doorkeeper. The lions roared, but they not hurt him. Then he clapped his hands for joy. He went
on until he stood before the gate. Then Christian said, “Sir, may I stay here tonight?”

The doorkeeper asked him, “What is your name, and how do you happen to come so late?
The sun has already set.”

“My name is now Christian, but at first it was Graceless. | would have been here sooner, but,
foolish man that I am, I slept in the shade on the hillside. Then when I came to the tip of the hill, I

could not find my Roll. I had to go back where I lost it. And now I am come here.”

Discretion

“Well,” said the doorkeeper, “I will call one of the young women. If she likes what you say,
according to the rules of the house, she will take you in to the rest of the family.” So Watchful rang a
bell, and a woman named Discretion came out of the door. She asked why she was called.

The doorkeeper answered, “This man is on a journey to Mont Zion. But because it is dark

and he is very tired, he has asked if he can stay here tonight.”

Prudence, Piety and Charity

Discretion asked him some questions and then called three more of the family-Prudence,
Piety, and Charity. They led him into the house, saying, “Come in, thou blessed of the Lord. This
house was built by the Lord of the hill to care for pilgrims and travelers such as you.” Christian
followed them into the house. They talked while they waited for their food to be prepared.

“Come, good Christian,” said Piety, “Let us talk of all the things that have happened to you
on your journey. Perhaps it will help us all.”

“I will be glad to,” said Christian. And he told them all about his journey thus far.

“And what makes you want to go to Mount Zion?” asked Prudence.

“There I hope to see Him alive who died on the cross for me,” replied Christian. “There 1
hope to be rid of all those things that now trouble me. They say there is no death there (Revelation
21:4). There I shall dwell with the kind of people I like best. For, to tell the truth, I love Him because
He loosed my burden, and I am tired of the sickness in my heart. I would like to be where I shall die

no more. I want to be with the company that will continually cry, ‘Holy, holy, holy.””
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Then said Charity, “Why did you not bring your family along with you?”

Christian wept, and said, “Oh, how gladly I would have done it, but they were completely
against my going on this journey. I told them that God had shown me that our city would be
destroyed. But I was to them as one that mocks, and they did not believe me” (Genesis 19:14).

“But what reason did they give for not coming?”

“My wife was afraid of losing this world, and my children were following the foolish
delights of youth. So with one thing and another, they left me to wander in this way alone.”

Now I saw in my dream that they sat together talking until the food was ready. Then they sat
down to eat. All their talk at the table was about the Lord of the hill. They talked about what He had
done and why He did it, and why He had built the house. By what they said I came to see that He had
been a great warrior. He had fought and killed the one who had the power of death (Hebrews 2:14,
15), but it was with great danger to Himself. This made me love Him all the more. They also said that
He had put aside His own glory so that He could do this for the poor. They had heard the Prince say
that He would not dwell in the Mountain of Zion alone. They also said that He had made many

pilgrims to become princes, even though by nature they were born beggars.

The Room of Peace

They talked on until late at night. Then they committed themselves to their lord for
safekeeping. They took the pilgrim to a large upstairs room whose window opened toward the sun

rising. The name of the room was Peace. There he slept until morning.

A Day in the Palace

The next morning Christian was ready to continue his journey. But they told him that he
should not leave until they had shown him around the palace. First they took him into a room where
they showed him some very old writings. There he read that the Lord of the hill was the Son of the
Ancient of days. Here also was the account of the deeds that He had done and the names of many
hundreds that He had taken into His service. Then they read to him some of the worthy deeds that
some of His servants had done (Hebrews 11:33-34). Then they read again where it showed how
willing their Lord was to receive anyone into His favor, even though in the past they had been against

Him and his works.
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Then they took him to a place where they showed him all kinds of weapons. Their Lord had
provided these for the pilgrims. There were swords and shields, helmets and breastplates, and shoes
that would not wear out. There were more than he could count. they also showed him some of the
weapons that His servants had used to do wonderful things. He saw Moses’ rod, Gideon’s pitchers,

David’s sling, and many others. Christian was very pleased.

The Delectable Mountains

The next day they took him to the top of the houses to show him the Delectable Mountains.
He looked to the south, and very far away he saw a fine country with beautiful mountains and woods
and fields and fruit. He asked the name of the country. They said that it was Immanuel’s Land and
that the pilgrim’s way went through it. From there, the said, you could see the gate of the heavenly

city.

Christian Continues His Journey

Christian wanted to start on his journey again, but first, his friends gave him all the weapons
that he would need to use when he met the enemy along the way. Then they walked out to the gate
with him. There Christian asked the doorkeeper if he had seen any pilgrims pass by.

The doorkeeper answered, “Yes, a man named Faithful.”

“Oh,” said Christian, “I know him. He lived very near to me. How far do you think he is
ahead of me?”

“By this time he has gone beyond the hill.”

“Well,” said Christian, “the Lord be with you and add many blessings to you for the kindness
you have shown me.”

Then Christian started on his way, but Discretion, Piety, Prudence, and Charity wanted to go
with him to the bottom of the hill. Then Christian said, “Just as it was difficult coming up, so, as far
as I can see, it is dangerous going down.”

“Yes,” said Prudence, “it is hard for a man to go down into the Valley of Humiliation, as you
are doing, and not slip on the way. That is why we have come with you.” So he began to go down
carefully, but even so he slipped a time or two. Then I saw that when Christian got to the bottom of

the hill, his friends gave him some food, and he went on his way.
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Christian Fights With Apollyon

The Valley of Humiliation

But now in this Valley of Humiliation poor Christian had gone only a little way when he saw
a foul fiend called Apollyon (Revelation 9:11) coming over the field to meet him. Then Christian
began to be afraid. He wondered whether to go back or to stand against this enemy. But then he
remembered that he had no protection for his back, and he decided to stand.

So he went on, and Satan, who was called Apollyon, met him. Now the monster was horrible
to look at. He was covered with scales like a fish and had wings like a dragon and from his mouth
came out fire and smoke. When he came up to Christian, he looked on him with scorn and began to
question him. “Where did you come from and where are you going?”’

“I came from the city of Destruction, which is the place of all evil. And I am gong to the city
of Zion.”

“I see that you are one of the people under my power. I am the prince and god of that
country,” said Apollyon.

“I was indeed born in your land, but your service was hard and your wages so poor that a
man could not live; for the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23), replied Christian.

“There is no prince that will lose his people easily,” said Apolllyon. “Neither will I lose you.
But since you complain of your service and wages, be content to go back, and I will give you more.”

“But I have given myself to another, even the King of princes, and how can I go back to
you?”

“You have done this according to the proverb. ‘Changed a bad for a worse.” But it is ordinary
for those who have said they were His servants, after a while to slip away from Him and return to me.
If you do so, all will be well.”

But Christian replied, “O thou destroying Apollyon, to tell the truth, I like His service, His
wages, His servants, His government, His company and country better than yours. Do not try to
persuade me any more. [ am His servant, and [ will follow Him.”

“Think again carefully about what you will likely meet in the way that you are going. You

know that most of His servants have great trouble because they go against me and my ways. How
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many of them have been put to shameful deaths. And apart from this, do you think His service is
better than mine when He never comes to deliver any that serve Him? But as for me, all the world
very well knows how many times I have helped those that have faithfully served me. I have delivered
them either by power, or lying, or deceit, and so I will deliver you,” said Apollyon.

“It seems that He delays helping them, but it is because He is testing their love for Him,” said
Christian. “They do not expect deliverance now for they are waiting for their glory. They shall have it
when their Prince comes in all His glory with the angels.”

Then Apollyon said, “You have already been unfaithful in your service to Him, and how do
you expect to receive wages from Him?”

“That is true,” said Christian, “but the Prince whom I serve and honor is merciful and ready
to forgive. I have obtained pardon from my Prince.”

Then Apollyon became very angry, saying, “I am an enemy of this Prince. I hate Him. I hate
His laws and His people. I have come out to fight you.”

Then Christian said, “Apollyon, be careful what you do; for I am on the King’s highway, the
way of holiness. Therefore watch out for yourself.”

Then Apollyon stood with his feet apart, covering the whole width of the road, “I am not
afraid in this matter,” he said. “Prepare yourself to die; for I swear that you shall go no farther. Here I
will kill you.”

And with that he threw an arrow of fire at Christian. But he had a shield in his hand and
caught the arrow with it. Then Christian drew his sword; for he saw that it was time to start fighting.
Apollyon was throwing many arrows very fast. In spite of all that Christian could do to avoid it, he
was wounded on his head, hands, and feet. This made Christian fall back a little, but he fought as
bravely as he could. This fierce battle lasted about half a day until, because of his wounds, Christian
grew weaker.

Then Apollyon, seeing his chance came close and wrestling with him, threw him to the
ground. With that Christian’s sword fell out of his hand. Then said Aplollyon, “I am sure of you
now.”

And with that he had almost pressed him to death so that Christian began to think that he

would be killed. But as God would have it, when Apollyon was ready to give his last blow to make an
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end of the good man, Christian stretched out his hand for his sword. He caught it, saying, “Rejoice
not against me, O mine enemy! When I fall, I shall arise” (Micah 7:8).

With that Christian gave him a deadly blow. This made him fall back as one that had been
wounded to death. Christian, seeing this, went at him again, saying, “Nay, in all these thing we are
more than conquerors through Him that loved us” ((Romans 8:37). And with that Apollyon spread his
wings and flew away, and Christian saw him no more (James 4:7).

No man can imagine this battle unless he had seen and heard it as I did. What yelling and
horrible roaring Aplooyon made, sounding like a dragon. And what sighs and groans burst from
Christian’s heart. Only when he saw that he had wounded Apollyon with his two-edged sword did he
smile and look upward. It was the most dreadful sight that ever I saw.

So when the battle was over, Christian said, “I will give thanks to Him that has delivered me
out of the mouth of the lion, to Him that helped me against Apollyon.” And so he did.

Then there came to him a hand with some leaves of the tree of life. Christian took them and
put them on his wounds and was healed at once. He also sat down to eat the food that had been given
him before. This refreshed him, and he went on his journey with his sword in his hand. But he did not

see Apollyon again in the valley.

The Dark Valley

Now at the end of this valley there was another one called Valley of the Shadow of Death.
The way to the Celestial City went right through it. Christian was going to find it even more difficult
than his fight with Apollyon.

I saw then in my dream that when Christian came to the edge of this valley, he met two men.
They were hurrying back by the way they had come. “Where are you going?” asked Christian.

“Back, back. And you should come too if you want life and peace,” they answered.

The Valley of the Shadow of Death

“Why, what is the matter?”
“Matter?” they said. “We were going the same way that you are going and went as far as we

had the courage to go. If we had gone any farther, we could not have come to warn you. It is a

dreadful place.”
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Then Christian said “Nevertheless this is my way to the heavenly city.”

“You may go that way, but we do not choose to,” they said. So they went their way.

Christian went on still with his sword in his hand, for he feared that someone might attack
him. I saw in my dream that on the right side of the road was a very deep ditch into which the blind
have led the blind for ages. And on the left side there was a very dangerous swamp. The pathway was
very, very narrow. Christian found it difficult to keep out of the one side without falling into the mud
on the other side. It was so dark that he could hardly see where to take the next step.

About the middle of the valley I saw that the road went by the mouth of hell. Now Christian
wondered what he should do. For flame and smoke and horrible noises kept coming out. Christian
was forced to put up his sword and use another weapon called All-prayer (Ephesians 6:17). So he
cried, “Oh Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul” (Psalm 116:4). As he went on, the flames still
reached toward him, and he heard terrible noises. Sometimes he thought that he would be torn in
pieces. Sometimes he thought of going back; then again he thought that he might be half-way through
the valley. He remembered how he had already conquered many dangers and knew that the dangers of
going back might be much more that to go forward. So he decided to go on and cried out, “I will walk
in the strength of the Lord.”

Sometimes Christian was so confused that he did not know his own voice. One of the wicked
ones got behind him and, whispering, suggested many evil thoughts to him. He thought they came
from his own mind. This was more difficult for Christian than anything that he had met with before -
to think that he would speak evil of the One who loved him so much.

When he had gone some distance Christian thought he heard the voice of a man saying,
“Though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me”
(Psalm 23:4).

Then he was glad for three reasons. First, he knew that someone who feared God was also in
the valley. Second, he knew that God was with him in the dark, even though he could not see Him
(Job 9:11). Third, he hoped to overtake the man and have company on the journey.

When morning came, Christian looked back. It was not because he wanted to go back. But he
wanted to see by light of the day what dangers he had gone through in the dark. How moved and

thankful Christian was for his deliverance from all the dangers of the way. Though he had been afraid
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of them before, now he saw the dangers more clearly because the light of the day showed them up.
The rising sun also helped Christian because the second part of the valley was even more dangerous
than the first. From the place where he stood, even to the end of the valley, all along the way were
snares and traps and nets. It was also full of deep holes so that if it had been dark, as it was when he

came through the first part of the way, he would surely, have fallen.

Christian Meets a Friend

Finally he came to the end of the valley and came to a little hill that had been made on
purpose so that the pilgrims could see what was before them. From the hill Christian looked forward
and saw Faithful ahead of him. Then he shouted, “Wait, and I will walk with you.”

(Continued in Book 2)
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